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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JAN 2 2 2007 Docket No.: 03-19 US 

REMARKS 

This Amendment responds to the final Office Action mailed November 22, 2006 in the 
above-identified application. The foregoing amendments are made to place the application in 
condition for allowance and do not raise new issues or require extensive consideration. 
Accordingly, entry of the Amendment and allowance of the application are respectfully 
requested. 

Claims t-17 were previously pending in the application. By this Amendment, claims 1 3 3, 
4, 6, 9, 12, 13 and 15 are amended. Claims 7, 10, 11 and 16 are canceled without prejudice of 
disclaimer. Accordingly, claims 1-6, 8, 9, 12-15 and 17 are currently pending, with claims 1, 4, 9 
and 13 being independent claims. No new matter has been added. 

Claims 4, 5 and 8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by Baret et ah 
(US 6,014,892). Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
unpatentable over Baret et al. in view of Bohm et al. (US 5,661 ,229). Claims 13-17 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Baret et al. in view of Bohm et al as applied to 
claim 3, further in view of Mahoney et al. (US 5,625,141). Claim 1 1 is indicated to be allowable 
if rewritten in independent form. The rejections are respectfully traversed in view of the 
amended claims. 

Claim 9 has been amended to incorporate the limitations of allowable claim 1 1 and 
intervening claim 10. Accordingly, claims 9 and 12 are in condition for allowance. 

Claims 1, 4 and 1 3 have been amended to recite a controller that performs the functions 
recited by allowable claim 11. The limitations of intervening claim 10 are not considered 
necessary to the patentability of claims 1,4 and 13. Accordingly, amended claims 1, 4 and 13 are 
in condition for allowance. 

Claims 2 and 3 depend from claim 1 , claims 5, 6 and 8 depend from claim 4 and claims 
14, 15 and 17 depend from claim 13. These claims are patentable over the cited prior art for at 
least the same reasons as the respective independent claims. 
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Based upon the above discussion, entry of the. amendment and allowance of the 
application are respectfully requested. 



CONCLUSION 

A Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. The Examiner is requested to call the 
undersigned at the telephone number listed below if this communication does not place the case 
in condition for allowance. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: January 22. 2007 
Varian, Inc. 

3120 Hansen Way, D-102 
Palo Alto, CA 94304 
(650) 424-5086 
bella.fishman@varianinc.com 




Bella Fishman 
Agent for Applicants 
Registration No. 37,485 
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